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BEEGINNER'S GUIdE TO

-Rocco

MADE IN JAPAN

These are just some of the ones I've built, | still have more.

As well as two mountains of unopened ones ready to go.

Ever since | was little, I've been in love with the Gundam series. | mean, what kid wouldn’t
love giant robots flying around and fighting, armed with all kinds of cool weapons! | was also
someone that loved to build things from scratch, so when | discovered Gunpla, it was
basically a match made in heaven.

Enough pointless information though. Why should you read this guide? Well, | have many
years of experience building Gunpla, and in my free time, | look at others’ builds and
techniques to further improve my own skill. Not even just in my free time, | used to watch it
in class! (Not recommended for anyone else). I've spent hundreds, even thousands of hours,
building and customising these model kits, refining my own skills to make sure the kits come
out the exact way | want it to be. Above is a photo of some of the builds I've finished or are
still in WIP!




In this guide, | want to give a brief introduction to one of the most basic and fundamental
steps in building Gunpla — cutting out the parts. It might seem easy, but there’s a lot more
to consider when cutting out the piece. After all, having a good base is important for the kit
to look its best when you display it for all to see, or that you don’t end up with a few pieces

missing. (Happens too often)

For the purpose of this guide, | will be using the MGSD Gundam Barbatos kit as an example.
One, | personally really enjoyed building this kit. Two, | would say the Gundam Barbatos sits
in my Top b list of favourite Gundam designs. Three, this is the most convenient kit for me
to demonstrate because it sits between the state of finished and unfinished haha.

k. b
MGSD HYFLISILIS KA

Here are the tools I'll be using in this guide. Both nippers allow for cleaner cuts, but the
Tamiya one (Black-coloured one) can be replaced by any basic nipper. For sandpapers, |
personally suggest using #400, #800, #1000 and #1500.
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PART 1: How to Cut

There are 2 levels | when it comes to cutting out the parts. Basic and Advanced.

BASIC

1. Cut out the part directly from the runner 2. Done! (Yes already)
. ‘ y ~ \l ‘ R

Pros:
1.Very Simple
2.Quick to finish
3.Save time from cleaning nubs

When to use:

| would recommend using this method
when you don’t really have a lot of time
but you still want a display piece or make

a quick snap build. It’s a method that
Cons:

1.Leave very obvious marks
2 Might cause surfaces to be uneven

3.Might damage part if done poorly

sacrifices a lot of detail for time. A build
with this method would still look good at
a distance, just:--... make sure people
don’t get too close.

ADVANCED

1. Cut out the part by cutting at the spruce

(Tips: Cut around 1ecm from the actual part
2. Cut off the nubs attached




3. Sand down the parts first with rougher 4. Sand down the parts with the finer
sandpaper (First #400 and #800 to even sandpaper (First #1000 and #1500 to make
out the surface) the surface smoother)

5. Done!

Pros:
1.Leave almost no marks behind

2.Prepared parts for further detailing
3.1t looks nice \(3 w 9\)

Cons:
1.Time consuming
2.Slight Discolouration on non-white

colour parts
3.Might remove small details if any

When to use:

I would recommend using this method when you are planning on customising the kit later

down the road. This method ensures each part doesn’t leave any marks, so even if it's just
adding panel lines and water decals, it would look very nice. But if you plan on painting or
scribing, you probably already planned to dedicate some time to your kit, so might as well

spend some time preparing it for the fun stuff.




PART 2: When to Cut

Now that we’ve covered HOW to cut out the parts, now I'll talk about WHEN to cut out
the parts. | recommend two main methods: By step and By section.

I want to start with a quick disclaimer:
DO NOT DO THIS! THIS IS A BAD IDEA!
This is how pieces go missing, and it
might cause confusion while you're
assembling the kit. Unless you have an
organising tray or bag ready, | do not
recommend cutting out all the pieces

from the runner first.

Cutting out all the parts by runner is
something | highly advise against

BY STEP

1. Identify all the parts from the step 2. Find the corresponding runner

®

GRIDETL

4 Bx(F2O) M

3. Use the numbers to find the 4. Cut out all the parts in the step (Use
corresponding parts one of ’rwo methods mentioned obove)




5. Assemble the parts and move on to

the next step

Pros:
1.More immediate satisfaction

2.Harder to lose parts

Cons:
1.Switching between runners can get

confusing
2.There really isn’t one more. | just want the

typeset to look good o(3_9)o

Cutting out parts by step should be kind of intuitive. | mean, it is just following the manual.
The main headache is just constantly having to find a different runner for the next piece,
then realising the next step needs the same runner you misplaced 30 seconds ago. It's a
little annoying but at least with runners it's easier to locate, being a large sheet of plastic, if
it's a missing piece then you are in for a searching mission.

BY SECTION

1. Identify the section you want to work on

(Tips: Some kits tells you what runner
would be used in each section) 2. Identify all the parts in the section

WAIST UNIT
/BACKPACK

Y EH?’%I"—“J Parts to be used
B> 6000 6D @




3. Cut out all the parts needed (Tips: Use

a pencil to mark down which ones are
already cut out to avoid confusion) 4. Assemble and move to the next part

p Cutting out parts by section is more for
ros:

1.Easier to organise for future use
2.Separate the cutting part and
assembly part more clearly

people who're good at keeping track of
which part is which part. Because once
you cut them all out, and you have all the
pieces spread out before you, you are
going to be digging through that pile to

find the pieces needed for assembling
Cons:

1.Might get confused during assembly
2.Smaller parts might get lost when

cleaning nubs

that specific step. This method is, while
easier to lose parts, my preferred way of
doing this. Mainly because | find the
assembly part to be way more fun, so |
like to separate the steps to enjoy the
assembly part on its own.

While | listed out pros and cons, there's no real winner between the two methods.
Regardless of which method you use, you should be able to achieve a similar effect, so
really this is down to preference and what you feel comfortable with.

Afterword:

This covers the most basic step to Gunpla building. With this, you should be able to at least
assemble a complete kit. | really do hope you were able to take away something from this
guide. | love building Gunpla and | wanted to share this love with as many people as possible,
but I know it could be tough getting into this hobby, so | wanted to give some tips to all those
new Gunpla enjoyers. That’s the end of this beginner’s guide. Who knows, maybe I'll be back
next time with a more advanced guide.(-Ill_H)
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